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Companions,  

  A t  t h e 
upcoming   June 20th 
we will be inducting 
and swearing in the 
new North Texas 
Chapter leadership 

team. The new leadership team is: 
Commander—MG Gary Bunch USA 
(ret), Vice Commander—COL Mark 
Kipphut USAF (ret), Adjutant—CWO5 
Qu i n t  Av enet t i  US MC ( re t ) ,  
Treasurer—Capt Keith Barrett USAF 
(fmr) and Chaplain—LtCol Bob Welch 
USA (ret).  Additionally,  CDR Mike 
Malone USN (ret) has volunteered to 
be Assistant Adjutant  and LtCol Mike 
Giles USAFR (ret) has volunteered to 
be Assistant Treasurer. This is an 
amazing team of except ional 
companions who serve our Chapter 
well. I ask each companion for your 
maximum attendance at this important 

event! 

 I want each of you know  that 
it has been an honor and privilege to 
have served as your commander for 
the past several years. I thank you for 
your  confidence, mentoring and 
support. I look forward to continuing to 
serve the North Texas Chapter as the 
ROTC/JROTC Coordinator and 
Newsletter Editor. The success of the 
Chapter is a direct result of each of 
you supporting and participating in its 
programs and operations. I ask that 
you make the same commitment for 

our Chapter’s new leadership team. 

  Great News! It appears that 
we have exceeded our goal of sending 
30 students to the upcoming Youth 
Leadership Conferences. Kudo’s to 
COL Mark Kipphut USAF (ret) for 
amazing leadership in making this 
happen. To date, we have 35 of 40 
students fully registered. I  ask that 
each member strongly consider 
sponsoring/funding a student. (or two) 
as this will help give us a bit of a 
financial cushion as we move into our 

new operating year in July.  

 As your new MOWW Region 
VIII Commander, I ask each of you to 
reflect on the Preamble of the Order 
as this is the focus of our Order and 
what will ensure we are relevant into 
the future. We are a great Region 
comprised of many very talented 
Companions, and we can accomplish 
anything we set our minds to. 
Balancing the things we need to do 
with increasing morale and individual 
involvement supports the “Good of the 
Order.” Together, our Chapters will 
continue to mature their programs and 
leverage their success for the benefit 

of our youth, communities and Nation.  

Very Respectfully,  

Jacques Loraine, Commander 
 MOWW North Texas Chapter 234 
WWW.NORTHTEXASMOWW.ORG 
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Companion  

Birthdays 

11 June  — Col Robert 

Gehbauer USAF (Ret) 

18 June — LtCol Earl Bullock, 

Jr. USAF (Ret) 

22 June — CDR John Lopez III 

USN (Ret) 

23 June — Capt Judah Epstein 

USAFR 



 2 

 

North Texas Chapter 234 

Incoming Commander’s Message 

WWW.MOWW.ORG  /  WWW.MOWW-REGIONVIII.ORG / 

WWW.NORTHTEXASMOWW.ORG 

June 2023 

Companions,  

I want to thank Jacques Loraine for his outstanding service to the 

Chapter over the last two plus years. He stepped in when our 

previous Commander was unable to continue to serve and with the 

help of the Chapter membership took the North Texas Chapter from 

being the next Chapter on the list to be closed, to being one of the 

best Chapters in Region VIII. For his service, he was awarded the 

Gold Patrick Henry award at the Region VIII Conference by VCINC 

Deborah Dombeck. Well done, Jacques! 

We had a good showing for our May Chapter meeting. The big item on the agenda was the nomination and election 

of Officers for the Chapter for the 2023 – 2024 operating year. I want to thank you for your confidence in my ability 

to lead the North Texas Chapter in the coming year as its Commander. I have big shoes to fill and can only hope to 

fill them with your support. 

I also want to express my gratitude for the Companions who have committed to serve the Chapter next year with 

me. It takes a group effort to make a Chapter successful. The following Officers were nominated and elected: 

• Commander – Gary Bunch 

• Sr. Vice Commander – Mark Kipphut 

• Adjutant – Quint Avenetti 

• Assistant Adjutant – Mike Malone 

• Treasurer – Keith Barrett 

• Assistant Treasurer – Mike Giles 

• Chaplain – Bob Welch 

A Chapter is only as good as its membership and their willingness to support the Chapter’s goals and objectives. 

We have a tremendous core membership who has shown their willingness to make the Chapter great. It is my hope 

that we can reach some of our current Companions who haven’t been coming and encourage them to participate 

more. Lastly, we need to continue our efforts to inspire new potential Companions with the results of our programs 

and encourage them to join us. I look forward to a great year! Thank you. 
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Vice Commander’s YLC Message  

COL Mark Kipphut USAF (Ret) 

With the end of the school year, I am very happy to report our Chapter has far 
exceeded our commitment to Region VIII in support of 2023 Youth Leadership 
Conferences. As our chapter’s flagship programs, our goal was to sponsor 30 
students, however as of the end of May we have nominated 40 students from nine 
high schools (five different school districts) plus one homeschooler. Of these 35 are 
fully registered and with three more in process. Furthermore, three of our Chapter 
members have kindly donated the funding to cover the ten extra students. I want to 
thank each of the companions who have helped identify, select, and fund students. 

Together we are making a difference in advancing the Patriotic Education.  

Recently reflected on my experience last year at the Texas A&M Youth Leadership 
Conference where I have the honor to be one speaker for Major General Bunch and 

experienced firsthand the importance and impact of YLC.  

It was a beautiful day at Texas A&M, including lunch with conference leadership, volunteer counselors and students. After 
lunch I had the honor to lead a seminar in a lecture hall filled with an amazing cross-section of high school students from 
across the Great State of Texas, including several the North Texas Chapter recruited and sponsored. Each was eager to 

learn and focused on finding their own voices.  

Each year General Bunch asks me to follow lectures on “American Exceptionalism and Free Markets.” I have the privilege 
of helping the students “connect the dots” about the history of our nation. How our Found Fathers created a political 
system, society and economic system that creates a vast array of opportunity for each American. More importantly how 

each of us owns our destiny. My message to them is they can achieve their own greatness; they create their own story.  

We talk about the chapters in my own life story -- from growing up in the inner city in Philadelphia, to my military service, 
followed by my experiences in corporate America and how I now work to help businesses and volunteer organizations 
accomplish their goals. We talk about the uniqueness of be able to live free in a society with the ability to come together 
voluntarily to solve lems, big and small in a civic culture – it is one aspect of our “American way of life.” We talk about a 

citizen’s “rights and responsibilities.”  

I challenge them to think about the questions they need to be asking themselves, those around them and our nation so we 
can maintain a civil society committed to democratic principles and the core values of our nation as expressed in 
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. This year’s class, as with those over the past five 
years, leaves me both encouraged and convinced that America remains exceptional in many aspects and in our youth, we 
see the promise of a greater tomorrow. I encourage every MOWW Companion to find a way play a part in our Youth 
Leadership Conference program. Recruit students, find ways to financially support the program, or simply lend a hand to 
one of the YLC Directors. I know the 90 minutes I spend this year with the students at Texas A&M YLC is a enriching 

moment in my life that I look forward to each year. 
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Chaplain’s Corner  

“See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone. 
Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing has 
come; the cooing of doves is heard in our land.  The fig tree 
forms its early fruit; the blossoming vines spread their 
fragrance.  Arise, come, my darling; my beautiful one, come 
with me.” Song of Soloman 2:11-13 

Welcome to summer in the Great State of Texas!  As we all know, 
Texas has some of the most peculiar weather in the US. One 
minute it is sunny with bright skies and beautiful clouds and in 
about ten minutes you can be running for cover as the darkened 
sky unleashes a torrent of rain and hurricane gusts of wind. If 

you’re really lucky, you miss the hail and tornadoes. Not to mention the days of 
temperatures reaching the three digits!  

So yes, the Good Lord brings us unusual weather but what else do these weather patterns 
bring us? It brings new life to a barren, cold and desolate earth. As the spring rain falls, 
nourishing moisture reenergizes the ground allowing the dormant seeds and trees to 
regenerate and grow into a beautiful life size painting to renew our souls. What native Texan 
does not love to see a field of bluebonnets and Indian paintbrush blooming.  

“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not 
labor or spin.  Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one 
of these.” Matthew 6:28-29   

Granted the hot summer days shrivel the ground and browns the grass but even with the 
hot, dry temperatures, we can enjoy the shade and breezes that gently cool the air; or we 
can move indoors to the AC! 

“Let us acknowledge the Lord; let us press on to acknowledge him. As surely as the 
sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains 
that water the earth.” Hosea 6:3 
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Chapter Officers  

Contact Information: 

Commander: MG Harold “Gary” Bunch, USA (Ret), (804) 721-
3818, gbunch76@gmail.com 
 
Senior Vice Commander: Col Mark Kipphut, USAF (Ret), 
(520) 668-2216, Mark_Kipphut@msn.com 
 
Adjutant: CWO5 Quint Avenetti, USMC (Ret), (580) 583-0000, 
quint.avenetti@sbcglobal.net 
 
Treasurer: Capt. Keith Barrett, USAF (Fmr),  (972) 974-0142, 
hkbarret@swbell.net 
 
Youth Leadership Conference/Seminar Coordinator: Col 
Mark Kipphut, USAF (Ret), (520) 668-2216, 
Mark_Kipphut@msn.com 
 
Public Safety and Law & Order Outreach Coordinator: 
CWO5 Quint Avenetti, USMC (Ret), (580) 583-0000, 
quint.avenetti@sbcglobal.net 
 
Archivist-Historian: Cdr John Lopez III, USN (Ret), (214) 616
-3487, xlmenez3@sbcglobal.net 
 
Chaplain: LTC Robert Welch II, USA (Ret), (214) 924-9248, 
rfw2bjw@verizon.net 
 
ROTC/JROTC Coordinator:  CWO4 Jacques Loraine, USA 
(Ret), (214) 470-6562, jbloraine3@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor: CWO4 Jacques Loraine, USA (Ret), (214) 
470-6562, jbloraine3@gmail.com 

“Serving Youth, Community, and Nation” 

Historical US Military Events 

North Texas Chapter 234 North Texas Chapter 234 

WWW.MOWW.ORG  /  WWW.MOWW-REGIONVIII.ORG / 

WWW.NORTHTEXASMOWW.ORG 

June 2023 

June 6, 1944 - D-Day, the largest amphibious landing in 

history, began in the early-morning hours as Allied forces 

landed in Normandy on the northern coast of France. 

June 14, 1775 - The first U.S. Military service, the Continental 

Army consisting of six companies of riflemen, was established 

by the Second Continental Congress. 

June 24, 1948 - Soviet Russia began a blockade of Berlin. 

The airlift continued until September 30th. 

June 25, 1876 - General George A. Custer, leading 250 men 

were then attacked by 2000-4000 Indian braves. Only one 

scout and a single horse survived 'Custer's Last Stand' on the 

Little Bighorn Battlefield.  

June 25, 1950 - The Korean War began as North Korean 

troops, led by Russian-built tanks, crossed the 38th parallel 

and launched a full scale invasion of South Korea.  

June 28, 1914 - Archduke Francis Ferdinand, Crown Prince of 

Austria and his wife were assassinated at Sarajevo, touching 

off a conflict between the Austro-Hungarian government and 

Serbia that escalated into World War I. 

June 28, 1919 - The signing of the Treaty of Versailles 

formally ended World War I.  
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 D-Day was the name given 

to the June 6, 1944, invasion 

of the beaches at Normandy 

in northern France by troops 

from the United States, 

Canada, the United Kingdom 

and other countries during 

World War II. France at the 

time was occupied by the armies of Nazi Germany, and the 

amphibious assault—codenamed Operation Overlord—

landed some 156,000 Allied soldiers on the beaches of 

Normandy by the end of the day. Despite their success, 

some 4,000 Allied troops were killed by German soldiers 

defending the beaches. At the time, the D-Day invasion 

was the largest naval, air and land operation in history, and 

within a few days about 326,000 troops, more than 50,000 

vehicles and some 100,000 tons of equipment had landed. 

By August 1944, all of northern France had been liberated, 

and in spring of 1945 the Allies had defeated the Germans. 

Historians often refer to D-Day as the beginning of the end 

of World War II. 

By dawn on June 6, thousands of paratroopers and glider 

troops were already on the ground behind enemy lines, 

securing bridges and exit roads. The amphibious invasions 

began at 6:30 a.m. The British 

and Canadians overcame light 

opposition to capture beaches 

codenamed Gold, Juno and 

Sword, as did the Americans 

at Utah Beach. U.S. forces 

faced heavy resistance at 

Omaha Beach, where there 

were over 2,000 American casualties. However, by day’s 

end, approximately 156,000 Allied troops had successfully 

stormed Normandy’s beaches. According to some 

estimates, more than 4,000 Allied troops lost their lives in 

the D-Day invasion, with thousands more wounded or 

missing. 

Less than a week later, on June 11, the beaches were fully 

secured and over 326,000 troops, more than 50,000 

vehicles and some 100,000 tons of equipment had landed 

at Normandy. 

For their part, the Germans suffered from confusion in the 

ranks and the absence of celebrated commander Rommel, 

who was away on leave. At first, Hitler, believing the 

invasion was a feint designed to distract the Germans from 

a coming attack north of the Seine River, refused to 

release nearby divisions to join the counterattack. 

Reinforcements had to be called from further afield, 

causing delays. He also hesitated in calling for armored 

divisions to help in the defense. Moreover, the Germans 

were hampered by effective Allied air support, which took 

out many key bridges and forced the Germans to take long 

detours, as well as efficient Allied naval support, which 

helped protect advancing Allied troops. 

In the ensuing weeks, the Allies fought their way across 

the Normandy countryside in the face of determined 

German resistance, as well as a dense landscape of 

marshes and hedgerows. By the end of June, the Allies 

had seized the vital port of Cherbourg, landed 

approximately 850,000 men and 150,000 vehicles in 

Normandy, and were poised to continue their march across 

France.  

By the end of August 1944, the Allies had reached the 

Seine River, Paris was liberated and the Germans had 

been removed from northwestern France, effectively 

concluding the Battle of Normandy. The Allied forces then 

prepared to enter Germany, where they would meet up 

with Soviet troops moving in from the east. 

The Normandy invasion began to turn the tide against the 

Nazis. A significant psychological blow, it also prevented 

Hitler from sending troops from France to build up his 

Eastern Front against the advancing Soviets. The following 

spring, on May 8, 1945, the Allies formally accepted the 

unconditional surrender of Nazi Germany. Hitler had 

committed suicide a week earlier, on April 30. 

 

 D-Day June 6, 1944  

www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/d-day 
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June 11, 2023 
 

Southern Border 
Perspective: Policy, 
Law Enforcement, 
Military  

The border between the United States and Mexico has been a flash point for years and is a particular issue for border states like 
Texas where the impacts of the immigrant flow are obvious.  This program will feature speakers who have been intimately involved 
with the situation on the border, from legislation and policy, law enforcement and military perspectives.  While this issue is politically 
charged, we’ll try to have a non-political, non-partisan discussion, exploring facts and solutions rather than assessing blame. The 

discussion will be moderated by Congressman Self. 

Congressman Keith Self 
TX 3rd District 
Congressman Self is a West Point graduate and a 25-year veteran of the US Army.  He served for 11 years as the 
Collin County judge and last year was elected as the US Congress as representative from the 

Texas 3rd Congressional District.  He serves on the Committees on Foreign Affairs and Veterans Affairs.  

Sheriff Jim Skinner 
Collin County Sheriff 
Sheriff Jim Skinner has served one of Texas's fastest growing counties since 2017  and is nationally recognized for 
his leadership in a number important law enforcement areas, including combatting human and drug trafficking and 
child exploitation. His career in law enforcement has spanned 32 years and he served for eight years in the US Air 

Force     

Brigadier General Matt Barker 
Commander, Joint Task Force Lone Star 
General Barker is the Commander of Joint Task Force Lone Star, activated in 2021 by Governor Abbott to assist 
the Texas Department of Public Safety in their mission to provide security along the Texas-Mexico border.  He 
previously served as the Chief of Staff, Texas Air National Guard and in his 31-year career has served in the 
United Sates and Europe in a variety of command staff positions.  

   

Date: Sunday, June 11, 2023 | Check in starting at 4:30 p.m. The program starts promptly at 5:oo p.m. Location: Heritage Ranch Golf & 
Country Club | 465 Scenic Ranch Circle McKinney, TX 75069. Dress: Business Casual. Ticket Price: General Ticket - $45 | Table of 8 - $360 | 

Student Ticket - $35.  $10 cash discount at the door for cadets in uniform. Dinner and cash bar.  Dinner entrée selection on registration. 
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BAVARIAN GRILL  

Tuesday,  20 June 2023—1130-1300 
Tuesday,  18 July 2022—1130-1300 
Tuesday, 15 August 2023—1130-1300 
Tuesday, 19 September 2023—1130-1300 
Tuesday,  17 October 2023—1130-1300 
Tuesday,  21 November 2023—1130-1300 

North Texas Chapter 234 

 Bavarian Grill  location address is :  

3425 Premier Drive, Plano TX  75023 

 Call to Order 

 Invocation 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 Reading of Preamble 

 Induction of Officers 

 Financial Review 

 Program Review 

 Benediction 

 Retirement of Colors 

and Adjournment 

Chapter Meeting 

Region VIII Officers  
(mow-regionviii.org) 

 
 
Vice CINC, CAPT. Deborah Dombeck, USCG 

(Ret) 
Commander: CWO4 Jacques Loraine, USA 

(Ret) 
Vice Commander, LT Chuck Daniels USN 

(Fmr) 
Treasurer, CPT Keith Barrett USAF (Fmr) 
Treasurer Patriotic Education Committee, 

COL Robert Gehbauer USAF (Ret) 
Chaplain, CPT James M. Malakoff, USA 

(Fmr) 
Judge Advocate, LTC David J. Green, USA 
Chair of Patriotic Education Committee, 

MG Gary Bunch, USA (Ret) 
Dept of Oklahoma Commander, COL Kelly 

Zachgo, USA (Ret)  
Dept of Texas Commander, MAJ Michael 

Belcher USA (Ret) 

Chapter Meeting Location Map 

WWW.MOWW.ORG  /  WWW.MOWW-REGIONVIII.ORG / 

WWW.NORTHTEXASMOWW.ORG 
June 2023 

Meeting Agenda—20 June 2023 
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ATTITUDE – We maintain a courteous, enthusiastic, friendly, positive, professional and teachable mindset at all times. 

COMMUNITY/VETERANS FOCUSED – Everything we do as Officers of the Military Order of World Wars is aimed at meeting 

and exceeding the expectations of the MOWW Keys to Success: supporting veterans, military and military families in our 

community”, and “MOWW Principles of Excellence action plan”, helping to ensure that our community, veterans and their 

dependents successfully thrive in the nation, state, community and our region. 

TEAMWORK – We pull together with cooperation, respect and support toward our common goals; we put the good of the   

Chapter and Order, and the good of an individual or group of individuals in our nation, state, communities and our region. 

INTEGRITY – We always do what is ethical and honest as we strive to be dependable, fair, reliable and trustworthy with our 

Chapter, Order, veterans, communities, region, and each other. 

ONE HUNDRED PERCENT – We consistently give a maximum effort every day with our Chapter and Order; we go the extra mile to 

achieve personal and Chapter and Order success with our Companions, veterans, communities, and region. 

NOTHING BUT THE BEST – We will not be satisfied, neither individually nor as a Chapter and Order as we provide the absolute 

best service and experience possible for every Companion, veterans, our communities, and region. 

Our Mission Statement 

To be the Chapter and Order, companions and veterans are satisfied being a part of an exceptional experience through every 

stage of our fellowship and community engagement.  To continually improve our North Texas Chapter and Order through 

growth, teamwork, and shared vision for the good of the Chapter and Order.  To create a professional and positive chapter 

community environment, where companionship and excellence is recognized and rewarded with successful, chapter growth.  

Inspiring our chapter to give 100% daily to living, achieving, and believing in the Military Officers of the World Wars, ethos: 

North Texas Chapter 234 

Our Chapter Core Values 

WWW.MOWW.ORG  /  WWW.MOWW-REGIONVIII.ORG / 

WWW.NORTHTEXASMOWW.ORG 

May 2023 
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The Military Order of the World Wars  (MOWW) is the premier Veterans 

Service Organization (VSO) whose motto is, “It is nobler to serve than to 

be served.” MOWW was founded at the suggestion of General of the 

Armies John J. "Blackjack" Pershing 1919 to promote good citizenship, 

patriotic education, and military and public service. The purpose of our 

Order is found in the 9 

tenets described in our 

Preamble. 

     MOWW chapters 

provide opportunities to 

support veterans of all 

ranks and service, youth 

patriotic education, college ROTC and high school JROTC, Scouting, 

monuments and memorials, law and order, national and homeland 

security programs, and inculcate and  stimulate love of our country and 

flag. 

      If you qualify, we want you serving alongside us. Eligibility is open to 

active duty, retired and former commissioned or warrant officers of the 

uniformed services of the United States: U.S. Army, U.S. Navy, U.S. 

Marine Corps, U.S. Coast Guard, U.S Air Force, and U.S Space Force. 

It also includes the United States Public Health Service (USPHS), and 

the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 

Family members who are directly related to eligible officers within two 

degrees of consanguinity (i.e., spouse, son/stepson, daughter/step-

daughter, grandson and/

or granddaughter) are 

a l s o  e l i g i b l e  a s 

Hereditary Members. 

     The motto of MOWW 

is “It is Nobler to Serve 

than be Served.” This 

sums up the commitment of MOWW to our Veterans, families, youth, 

and our country. If you want to continue to serve our nation in a 

meaningful and impactful way, consider joining our Order.  

    

If you have any questions about MOWW, or want to join us, please 

g o  t o  o u r  W e b s i t e  H o m e p a g e  A d d r e s s  a t 

www.northtexasmoww.org.  

The Military Order of the World Wars 

Our Preamble 

To cherish the memories and associations of the World 

Wars waged for humanity; To inculcate and stimulate love 

of our country and flag; To promote and further patriotic 

education in our nation; Ever to maintain law and order, 

and to defend the honor, integrity, and supremacy of our 

national government and the Constitution of the United 

States; To foster fraternal relations among all branches of 

the armed forces; To promote the cultivation of military, 

naval, and air science and the adoption of a consistent and 

suitable policy of national security for the United States of 

America; To acquire and preserve records of individual ser-

vices; To encourage and assist in the holding of commemo-

rations and the establishment of memorials of the World 

Wars; and To transmit all these ideals to posterity; under 

God and for our country, we unite to establish The Military 

Order of the World Wars…. HERE, HERE! 

North Texas Chapter 234 North Texas Chapter 234 

Humor in Uniform  

WWW.MOWW.ORG  /  WWW.MOWW-REGIONVIII.ORG / 

WWW.NORTHTEXASMOWW.ORG 

June 2022 
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